Discussion
Catalytic oxidation of valencene ((1R,7R,8aS)-1,2,3,5,6,7,8,8a-octahydro-1,8a-dimethyl-7-(1-methylethenyl)naphthalene) can constitute an important transformation reaction of this cheap natural product to its corresponding oxygenated derivative, nootkatone (4-a,5-dimethyl-1,2,3,4,4a,5,6,7-octahydro-7-keto-3-isopropenylnaphthalene) which is the most important and expensive aromatic agent of the grapefruit [1, 2] . The previous work we undertook on the oxidation of terpenic substrates catalyzed by palladium, allowed us to establish unambiguously the importance of the p-allyl intermediate species to control the regio-and stereoselectivity of these reactions [3, 4] . As part of studies on these intermediates in monoterpenic [4] and sesquiterpenic series [5] [6] [7] [8] , we report here on the complex bis(p-allylvalencene)-dichlorodipalladium. We have established the regiochemistry of the title complex using 1 HNMR and 13 CNMR sperctroscopy. The data of the isolated compound confirm the formation of the allylic protons in the exocyclic double bond. Their signals appeared as asinglet at 2.7 ppm (1H), 2.8 ppm (1H) and 3.8 ppm (2H). The corresponding 13 Csignals appeared at 58.79 ppm and 60.13 ppm. The C10=C11 double bond still intact and gives rise to 1 
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13 CNMR signals at 5.4 ppm and 121.07 ppm, respectively. Its dimeric structure was confirmad by crystal structure determination. Each palladium center is coordinated by one h 
